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                                        Breed-Specific Medicine: Using Genetics to 
Elevate Quality of Care 

                               With Nan Boss, DVM 
Fill your coffee cups and get ready for an interactive day! Don’t be 

afraid to shout out your thoughts as we review case examples.   

 
                       Saturday     

  

 
TIME Session Name Description Attended? 

  

 
7:00-8:15 AM Registration/Breakfast   

  

 
8:15-8:30 AM Welcome   

  

 

8:30-10:00 AM 
Breed-Specific Wellness & 
Prevention 

Description.  Don’t even go there! Head 

genetic problems off at the pass with 

prevention and client education 

strategies.  

Objectives: Some genetic diseases can be 

tested for, enabling earlier diagnosis and 

intervention. Some simply require 

awareness on the part of the owner as to 

what to watch for and when to call the 

veterinarian. Our goal as client educators 

should be to make sure that every pet 

owner knows about the diseases and 

problems that could affect their pet, 

whether those diseases are caused by 

viruses, parasites or a pet’s own genetic 

make-up. This introductory lecture 

presents an overview of the many ways 

we can incorporate genetic diseases into 

wellness and prevention programs. 
 1.5 hrs:___   

 
10:00-10:30 AM Break/Visit exhibitors Break/Visit exhibitors  

  

 

10:30 AM- 
12:00 PM 

Laboratory Testing and DNA 

Screening 
 

Description.  ECG or ProBNP? ACT or BBT? 

Which tests, which labs and at what ages 

should you be testing for what? 

Objectives: There are over 150 canine 

DNA tests available to veterinarians now, 

along with many other types of testing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   



Testing positive for an inherited defect 

doesn’t always mean a pet will end up 

with the disease and many diseases are 

affected by multiple genes. The goal of 

this session is to sort through the testing 

available to determine the most sensible 

and cost-effective strategies for obtaining 

useful information.  

For example, boxers and Doberman 

pinschers will commonly show VPCs in 

association with early cardiomyopathy, so 

ECG screening works well for these 

breeds. The giant breeds do not usually 

exhibit VPCs. For them, a ProBNP cardiac 

enzyme test makes more sense as a 

screening tool. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.5 hrs:___ 

 
12:00-2:00 PM Lunch/Visit exhibitors  Lunch/Visit exhibitors  

 

 

 

 

2:00-3:30 PM 
Anesthesia and Surgical 

Considerations 

Description: Bulldogs, greyhounds and 

Labs, oh my! Each breed has risks and 

issues to be prepared for. 

Objectives: Safer anesthesia via better 

understanding of how to adjust and 

accommodate for differing physiology 

between breeds. Guests will gain an 

understanding of pre-anesthesia screening 

recommendations, medications, useful 

tools, and monitoring recommendations 

based on specific breeds' needs. 
 1.5 hrs:___   

 
3:30-4:00 PM Break/Visit exhibitors Break/Visit exhibitors  

  

 

4:00-5:30 PM 
What’s New in Diagnosis and 
Treatment of Genetic 
Diseases 

Description: Genetics is a hot area of 

study. What are the findings and ideas 

that have practical applications in small 

animal general practice? 

Objectives: Rather than looking at 

wellness and prevention, this lecture will 

cover disease diagnosis and treatment for 

common and not-so-common genetic 

diseases. Learner will gain a better 

understanding of specific genetic links to 

certain cancers and behaviors. Will 

address the subjects of epigenetics,  

linkage or marker testing, and genetic 

counseling. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.5 hrs:___ 

  



 

5:30 PM 
Reception Plan in Progress! 
Evening free time  

Reception Plan in Progress! 
Evening free time  

 

  

 
                       Sunday      

  

 
TIME Session Name Description Attended? 

  

 
7:30-8:30 AM Breakfast   

  

 

8:30-10:00 AM 

Breed-Specific Medicine for 

Cats 

 

Description: There’s more to breed-based 
feline medicine than HCM and PKD. 
Objectives: There are some basic feline 
genetic diseases that most veterinarians 
are familiar with but awareness of genetic 
disorders in cats, and the genetic tests 
available, lags far behind our 
understanding of dog genetic diseases. 
Learner will gain an understanding of 
which breeds are at increased risk of 
Feline Lower Urinary Tract Disease, 
Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy, Diabetes 
Mellitus, Lymphocytic Plasmacytic 
Inflammatory Disease, Uroliths, and other 
conditions. We'll also discuss how to 
diagnose and treat these diseases. 1.5 hrs:___   

 
10:00-10:30 AM Break   

  

 

10:30 AM- 
12:00 PM 

Marketing and Management 
of Breed-Specific Programs 

Description. Developing protocols, 

training your team, educating your clients 

and improving your bottom line with 

breed-based health care. 

Objectives: Knowledge is useless if it’s not 

put to use. This session will pull from 

those preceding it, enabling attendees to 

go back to their practices and implement 

what they’ve learned. Breed-specific care 

is better medicine, attracts good clients, 

engages the veterinary team, and should 

also be financially rewarding for any 

practice that implements it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.5 hrs:___   

 
12:00PM 

Conclude 
 

Conclude 
 

 
  

 
    Total CE hours earned: 

(Max 9 hours) 
__________ 

  
 

 


